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What life was like in America when Virginia
McLaurin was born 106 years ago
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This is the National Building Museum in Washington DC, as it looked in 1909

Virginia McLaurin, who's 106 years old, has fulfilled her dream of going to
the White House.

She even got to have a dance with the president. "l tell you, | am so happy.
she told President Obama

ZABETH LINE ==
"A black president, yay, and his black wife." »l'w
In 2014, the centenarian started a petition to meet the president. "My name is
Virginia McLaurin, | live in Washington DC. | was born in 1909," she wrote
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Virginia McLaurin, who's 106 years old, has fulfilled her dream of going to newsbeat

the White House. Most Popular

What life was like in America when Virginia
MecLaurin was born 106 years ago

She even got to have a dance with the president. "l tell you, | am so happy,"
she told President Obama.

"A black president, yay, and his black wife."

In 2014, the centenarian started a petition to meet the president. "My name is

Virginia McLaurin, | live in Washington DC. | was born in 1909," she wrote
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106-year-old Virginia McLaurin broke into a dance with Barack and Michelle Obama

"I've never met a President. | didn't think | would live to see a Colored President
because | was born in the South and didn't think it would happen

In a video Virginia says she still remembers the time before she M
went to school ore Kesha thanks fans on
4 / Instagram for support

| was so little. [There was] no running water in the house. We'd
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But life for black African Americans like Virginia McLaurin was still restricted newsbeat
She was born with no civil rights.

What life was like in America when Virginia
MecLaurin was born 106 years ago

That's why she was so happy to live to see - and dance with - the first black
African American president

And 1909 wasn't all bad for black African Americans

In the year Virginia was born, the The National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), was set up.

Its mission is "to ensure the political, educational, social, and economic equality
of rights of all persons and to eliminate racial hatred and racial discrimination”

For more stories like this one you can now download the BBC Newsbeat app
straight to your device. For iPhone go here. For Android go here
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Kristen Stewart: Do
something about gender
equality instead of
complaining

ENTERTAINMENT

Another Hollywood actress has been talking about
gender equality in the film industry.

Step up Twilight's Kristen Stewart, who thinks people
who aren't happy should "do something" instead of
complaining

"Guys make more money because their movies make
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